IJ comes
to aid of
property
owners

Black residents
threatened with
eminent domain

By Caroiyn Stephens Maxwell
Jackson Advocate Contributing Writer

A senior level staff attorney

with the powerful Institute For
Justice, a Washington, D.C.-based

public interest law firm that liti-

in cases
ide, will join civil
1 Th ring a

meeting  with,_rural Madison
County black residents threatened
it : Jomai odi
I illion Ni jr
ect,

Scott, Bullock, senior attos-
ney_at_the Insfitme For Jnstice
savs that his firm has been fol-
dents in the Rapsdale Road com-
munity_in_Gleckstad ince

vy p
mmmmm‘ma! nat fhei
land was targeted for acquisition

ment

by_the Mississippi Development
Amzmmy Q_[ the 5230 ml!hgn

igzu

MDA officials desiring o
acquire private land for the benefit
of Nissan, a private manufacturing
conglomerate, have threatened
majnty black residents with emi-
nent domain procedures.

Eminent domain is the legal
process that a public entity uses to
take private land for public use.

However, Robert Wood of

ACKSON

DVOCATE

Mississippl's oidest continuously published member of the nation’s Black Press

January 25, 2001

Scott Bullock

the Harris, Dunbar, and Geno law
firm, which was hired by the
MDA to acquire land for the Nis-
san project, told a.group of report-
ers last Wednesday that the land
belonging to three residents that
has yet to be acquired "is needed
for storing the vehicles after they
are manufactured” by the Nissan
facility,

Lonzo J. and Matilda Archie,
Andrew Archie, Jr., and Percy Lee
and Minnie Pear] Bouldin collec-
tively own the 27 acres of land in
dispute located at the southern
most end of the core site of the
Nissan plant.

The property owners hired
Monroe, LA-based attorney James
E. Ross, Jr. to help them with Jand
negotiations once the MDA, with-
drew its administrative settlement

-offer on January 9.

"] was advised on today that
the state's administrative settle-
ment offer was still on the table
for acceptance by my clients, We
have repeatedly asked for perti-
nent information and documents
as a part of our counieroffer.
However, there has been no
movemens between the parties,”
stated Ross.

Ross indicated that the MDA

may be headed towards eminent
domain procedures, if stalled talks
can't be restarted,

"However, | believe that the
people of Mississippi will frown
heavily on any sminent domain
procedures for Nissan," added
Ross.

The Institute for Justice says
that gminent domain should be
ysed for public uses. like roads
bridges, highwavs and public
schools, "not for private economic
development.”

"We are giving a serious
look at what is happening to the
property owners in Madison with
the construction of the Nissan
plant,” said Bullock.

"We look forward to leam-
ing more about the project Thurs-
day and seeing whether Missis-
sippi is respecting the constitu-
tional rights of property owners in

Nissan project,” he concluded.
the Mississippi Southern Chris-
tian lLeadership Conference ex-
ecutive  secretary  Stephanie
Patker-Weaver said that the
SCLC, the Archie and Bouldin
property owners, and their attor-
ncy James Ross, "welcome the In-
stitute For Justice and Attorney
Bultock to Mississippi.”

Parker-Weaver also said that
“friendly" negotiations were on-
going between MDA officials and
Ross on behalf of the Bouldin and
Archie families.

“Negotiations about the land
acquisition are going pretty good
right now with Aftorney Ross at
the helm.

"However, only because the
MDA has repeatedly threatened
these properly owners with emi-
nent domain, must we be prepared
for war in times of peace,” she
added.
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In i998, the Institute sac-
cessfully defended Vera Coking,
an elderly widow from Atlantic
City, against the attempts by a
MNew Jersey state agency to con-
demn her house of morg than 33
vears for Donrald Trump’s casino
across the street.

The Institute also success-
fully speatheaded a2 campaign
against eminent domain abuse in
downtown Pittsburg, where the
city mayor proposed taking more
than 60 buildings and 120 pu-
vately owned businesses to give
the property to a developer to
build anurban shopping mall.

in November 2000, the
mayor abandoned his plans and
pledged not to use eminent do-

In October 2000, the Insti-
tute also filed a lawsuit in federal
court district court in New York
challenging New York's uncon-
stitutional eminent domain proce-
dures and asking for an injunction
to prevent the condemnations of
business properties and a church.

In December 2000, the In-
stitute also challenged eminent
domain abuse in New London,
Connecticut where the govern-
ment wanis to take private prop-
erty to band over to private devel-
opers to build & health club and
office space.

Attempts to reach Wood for
comment were unsuccesstid.



